70           SOME INDIAN FRIENDS
He met the people in groups in their fields, and discussed with
them the capacity of the soil and the character of the eropa which were grown on it. He talked with them familiarly round the camp fire at night, when the clay's work was over* Perhaps he may have begun by thinking that the people were distinguished above all the people of the earth that he had known for falsehood and fraud; but he very soon changed his mind. The village people were very different from the litigants and witnesses in court, He found that, when he got alongside of them in their own homes, and |alked to in front of their own people, they were wonderfully truthful; and it was surprisingly easy to arrive at with regard to the important               about             lie
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